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EDUCATION FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS 

The Governing Board intends to provide English language learners with a 
challenging core curriculum and instruction that develop proficiency in English 
as rapidly and effectively as possible in order to assist students in becoming 
productive members of our society. 

The District's program shall be based on sound instructional theory and shall be 
adequately supported so that English language learners can achieve results at the 
same academic level as their English-proficient peers. 

To ensure that the District is using sound methods that effectively serve the needs 
of English language learners, the Superintendent or designee shall an nu a 11 y 
examine program results, including reports of the students' academic achieve 
ment and their progress towards proficiency in English. The Superintendent 
shall ensure that schools compile data on programs for English language I earners 
in order to help determine program effectiveness. 

The Board encourages staff to exchange information with other Districts and the 
county office of education about programs, options and strategies for English 
language learners that succeed under various demographic conditions. 

The Superintendent or designee shall maintain procedures which provide for the 
identification, assessment and placement of English language learners and for 
their redesignation based on criteria adopted by the Board and specified i n 
administrative regulations. 

Students who are English language learners shall be educated through sheltered 
English immersion during a temporary transition period not normally intended to 
exceed one year. Nearly all of the classroom instruction in the District's sheltered 
English immersion program shall be in English. (Education Code 305, 306) 

In the structured English immersion program, classroom instruction shall be i n 
English. However, clarification, explanation and support, as needed, may be in a 
student's primary language. 

An English language learner shall be transferred from a structured Eng 1 is h 
immersion classroom to an English language mainstream classroom when the 
student has acquired a reasonable level of English proficiency as measured by 
any of the state-designated assessments approved by the California Department of 
Education or any locally developed assessments. (Education Code 305; 5 CCR 11301) 

A student has acquired a "reasonable level of English proficiency" when h els he 
has achieved the following: 

Passing the State approved test "Language Assessment Scales" (LAS) 
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EDUCATION FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS 

Testing Accommodations for English Learners 

English language learners enrolled in the school district for less than one ye a r 
may be tested with standard or nonstandard accommodations in accordance with 
the manuals or other instructions provided by the test publisher. Nonstandard 
accommodations may include, but are not limited to, reading and translating the 
test instructions into the pupil's primary language and use of a bilingual 
dictionary. 

I , 

Parental Exception Waivers 

Upon the request of his/her parent/guardian, a student shall be placed in an 
English language mainstream classroom. (5 CCR 11301) 

Parent/guardian requests for waivers from Education Code 305 shall be granted i n 
accordance with law and administrative regulation. 

The principal shall consider all waiver requests made pursuant to Education Code 
31 l(c) for students with special needs and shall submit a rationale of the decision 
regarding the waiver to the Superintendent. When determining whether or not 
to recommend the approval of the waiver request, the principal shall assume that 
the facts justifying the request attested by the parent/guardian are a true 
representation of the child's condition. All such waiver requests shall be granted 
unless: (1) the principal and educational staff determine that the alternative 
program requested by the parent/guardian would not be better suited for the 
overall educational development of the student, or (2) the program requested by 
the parent/guardian is not offered at the school. 

When evaluating a waiver request pursuant to Education Code 31 l(a) for students 
who already know English and other waiver requests for those students for whom 
standardized assessment data are not available, other equivalent assessment 
measures shall be used. 

These equivalent measures may include local assessments, local standards and 
teacher evaluations. 

If the waiver requested by the parent/guardian is granted, and less than 20 
students at the same school receive a waiver, the student shall be allowed to 
transfer to another public school in which such a class is offered. (Education 
Code 310) 

Students wishing to transfer shall be subject to the District's intradistrict and 
interdistrict attendance policies and administrative regulations. Students wishing 
to transfer to another District shall also be subject to the receiving District's 
interdistrict attendance policies and administrative regulations. 
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